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From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Parents and Carers,
 
On behalf of the team at Pentland, we hope members of our community are in good health, and our 
newsletter finds you well.
 
This week we are conducting our Grade 5 tour to Canberra. This is our very first school tour to our Nation’s Capital. Staff and students are 
looking forward to this experience.
 
Congratulations and thank you to all involved in our recent Grade 1 Sleepover. This event was an outstanding success.
 
Later this term our Parents Club will be conducting our annual Colour Run. This event is always enthusiastically supported by families and 
students. Parents Club have circulated information to families this week. Please find a moment to read the details on this event. Thanks.
 
We have commenced discussions with the Department of Education regarding provision of a new school gym. Under the current Department of 
Education facilities schedule we are entitled to a much larger school gym. While we appreciate that provision of a new gym will not be instant, 
we have commenced the journey. We have a meeting scheduled for mid-November with Facilities staff from our Ballarat Area Office. We will 
update the Pentland Community with the outcome of this meeting.
 
Planning for 2027 is well underway. We anticipate a student enrolment of approximately 600 students in 2027. We are calling for student 
enrolments now. If you are aware of families who intend to enrol their children at Pentland Primary School, please encourage them to contact 
Shannon in our main admin office. Thanks.



From the Principal’s Desk
Our school structure for 2027 will be based around 25 grades. This structure will include 5 classes
of Foundation, 3 classes in grade 1, 5 classes in grade 2, 3 classes in grade 3, 3 classes in 
grade 4, 3 classes in grade 5 and 3 classes in grade 6. Our Specialist program will consist of 
STEM, PE, Art and Music. We are commencing developing grades for 2027 now. If families have 
a specific request regarding student placement in 2027 please email your request to our Pentland Primary School email.
 
Our Foundation Reception program continues to gain momentum. If you have enrolled a child in Foundation for the 2027 school year, 
they are most welcome to participate in our Foundation Reception program. Please contact Shannon in our main office for further details. 
This program will cease in mid December.
 
Our whole school assemblies will remain of a Friday commencing at 2.40pm on the basketball court. Parents and Carers are welcome to 
come along and watch the assembly.
 
I would like to remind families that the procedures remain in place in relation to late arrival to school, early dismissal of students. The 
Compass Kiosk is located in the office. All visitors must sign in at the office via the Compass Kiosk. Students arriving late must sign in at 
the office and collect a late pass. Parents collecting their children early must sign their children out via the Compass Kiosk in the office. 
Students leaving early will be collected from the school office not the classroom.
 
Please find a moment to check the list of important dates for 2026. We have a wide range of events planned already for the year.
 
Thanks for your continued support.
 
Andrew, Brianna, Daniel & Lyndon and the Team @ Pentland.



Key dates 
for Term 4, 

2026 



Provide feedback at anytime on our 
school policies - available on our 

school website 

At Pentland Primary School, we are committed to providing an environment where all students are safe, supported, and feel 
safe. Our Child Safety and Wellbeing Framework outlines how we maintain the safety and wellbeing of every student and 
protect them from harm. This framework includes our:

Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy, Child Safety Reporting and Responding Obligations Procedures, Child Safety Code of Conduct, which outlines 
expected behaviours for all staff and volunteers

You can view these documents on our school website: Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley 

We are also committed to continuous improvement. Our child safety policies and practices are regularly reviewed to ensure they remain current, effective, and 
aligned with best practice.

Your Feedback Matters
Students and families are important partners in maintaining a child-safe environment. We welcome your feedback and ideas on how we can continue to 
strengthen our approach to child safety and wellbeing.
If you have any concerns, suggestions, or comments, please contact:  Andrew Harrison, Principal on 5367 6080 or pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
All child safety concerns or complaints are taken seriously. For further information about how we manage complaints, please refer to our Complaints Policy, 
available on our website Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley

Regular reminders such as this help keep our community informed about: Our commitment to child safety, and How to provide feedback or raise concerns.

Together, we can ensure Pentland Primary School continues to be a safe, caring, and inclusive environment for every child.

https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs
mailto:pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://meltonps.vic.edu.au/about-us/policies-reports/policies-and-reports/
https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs


2027 Foundation Enrolments
Steps to enroll your child in Foundation (Prep) for the 2027 school year
To start primary school in 2026, your child will need to turn 5 years old by 30 April 2027. Schooling is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old. If your child 
is starting Foundation (Prep) in 2027, you will be able to apply to enrol your child in a Victorian government primary school from the start of Term 2, 2026 (Monday 20th of 
April 2026).

What you need to do:
1.       Use Find my School to locate your designated neighbourhood school (referred to as your local school) and other nearby government schools.

2.       Contact a government primary school to book a school tour or to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process.

3.       Download the Foundation (Prep) Enrolment Information Pack for Parents and Carers (released in Week 1, Term 2). This pack includes the application 
form.

4.       The school may also provide you with a copy of the application form to complete or advise if they are using online enrolment.

5.       Submit your enrolment application to the school by Friday 31 July 2026.

6.      You will be notified of the outcome of your application between Monday 3 August and Friday 14 August 2026. The letter from the school will include the next 
steps.  If you receive an enrolment offer, you should respond to the offer by Friday 28 August 2026.

Enrolment applications submitted after 31 July 2026 will be processed by the school as they are received.

Your child has a right to enrol at their local school. Your child’s local school is determined by their permanent residential address. The Enrolling in school page can help you to 

confirm your child’s address for enrolment.

If you are applying to a school that is not your child's local school, you should read about school zones and how they work. You should also read about how applications are 

prioritised using the Department of Education’s Placement Policy found on the Enrolling in school page.

Statewide timeline for Foundation (Prep) enrolments.

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-zones
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol


Classroom News

Here you can get an insight into some of the exciting things 
happening within our school.



Grade 1
Grade 1 Sleepover

We had our Grade 1 Sleepover on the 15th 
of October.

Students partook in various sleepover 
theme activities such as pillow decorating 
where they showed off their creativity by 
creating various themed pillowcases. 
Students persisted with determination to 
roll a face towel into teddy bears. All 
students had such a great time during the 
sleepover. They ended the night with a 
oreo chocolate bear for dessert and a 
movie.



Grade 1
Grade 1 Pyjama Day

On Friday, all the Grade 1s had a pyjama 
day! It was amazing to see everyone 

‘ready’ for bed during the day.



Grade 3
Grade 3 Camp at Sovereign Hill

On the 6th and 7th of October, our Grade 3 students enjoyed an 

exciting two-day camp at Sovereign Hill! During their visit, students 

explored deep underground on a mine tour, dipped their own 

colourful candles, watched how traditional boiled lollies are made and 

tried their hand at gold panning. They also learnt about Aboriginal 

culture and enjoyed playing a traditional game called Weme.

In the evening, students were amazed by the spectacular AURA light 

and sound show, which brought history to life. The show explored the 

formation of gold, how local Aboriginal people cared for the land, and 

the history of the Victorian Gold Rush and the Eureka Stockade.

It was a fantastic experience filled with hands-on learning, new 

discoveries and plenty of fun! Our Grade 3 students had an amazing 

time creating lasting memories while learning more about Australia's 

history and culture.



Grade 5
Grade 5’s went to Lady Northcote for 
their team building day this week 
(22nd Oct). Students were placed into 
teams and they had to work together 
to solve problems and complete 
activities (like an amazing race). Even 
though it was a very hot day, students 
demonstrated resilience and patience. 
Well done Grade 5’s. 



School Wide Positive Behaviour
As we continue our SWPBS journey, you will notice several new signs 
displayed around the school. These signs highlight our School Behaviour 
Matrix, as well as expectations for specific areas such as the toilets and 
outdoor play areas.

The signs are designed to remind students of our behaviour expectations 
and provide staff with a consistent way to discuss behaviour with students. 
When addressing inappropriate behaviour, staff can refer to the matrix to 
help students understand which school values and expectations they are 
not demonstrating.



Art
In Art, we have been 
constructing dioramas from 
scratch, using just paper, glue 
and coloured pencils and 
textas. 

We have also begun looking 
at beading and jewellery 
creation.



Media Arts
The brilliantly creative minds of Pentland students continue to demonstrate 
interesting and imaginative work in Media Arts as we finalise photography and begin 
collages.  Senior students have had their opportunity to turn their hand to photo 
editing where they have been asked to take a photo of something of interest or with 
meaning to them, and create a series including the original and at least two edited 
versions of the photo.  



Media Arts
Junior students have begun 
exploring collage and with different 
approaches for different age 
groups, all students will be 
venturing into the world of collage, 
using various artworks and the 
books of Jeannie Baker (Where 
the Forest Meets the Sea, 
Window, Circle among many 
others) as inspiration. 



Attendance

Why going to school is important

Going to school every day is an important part of your child’s education. Children and 
young people learn new things at school every day, connect with friends, have fun and 
develop good habits that help them to succeed. Attending and participating in school will 
help your child:

● develop important skills and knowledge to help them learn
● develop social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience 

and teamwork
● establish friendships with peers which help develop self-esteem and a sense of 

belonging.

There is no good number of days for missing school. Being away from school for 1 day a 
fortnight adds up to missing 4 whole weeks of school a year. Where possible, you 
should avoid your child missing school, for example, make appointments for your child 
outside of school hours and keep family holidays to outside term time.

When you are late: Ensure that you present to the office and sign in before 
getting a late pass to give to your teacher. The office ladies will help you 
with this.



Lost Property
Lost property is located in the First Aid Office.

It’s vital that if you want us to return items of clothing, 
drink bottles or lunch boxes to your child, please make 
sure that they are clearly named.



First Aid
Does your child have a medical illness? Do we know about it, and have a current action plan? 
If your unsure please contact or pop into the First Aid office and speak with Nadine about your child.

If your child has Asthma it is mandatory that you supply an up to date Action Plan, Ventolin and a Spacer to 
keep in your childs class locker for immediate use and excursions.

Asthma Action Plan Template: 
https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf

Allergy Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Anaphylaxis Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Diabetes Action Plan Template:
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf

If at any stage you have have a question about your child's medical needs or situation please 
call us here on 5367 6080 or pop into the First Aid Office and chat with Nadine

https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf


News from the 
Parents 

and Friends 
Association

STILL TO COME IN TERM 4:
Colour Run Fundraiser
Christmas Raffle
All new volunteers welcome



Community News
KIDS KARATE IN DARLEY

 Increase your confidence & self esteem

-Learn control, respect & discipline

-Improve physical & mental health

-A safe space to build lifelong friendships 

-Learn Self Defence techniques and skills

-Weekday and weekend classes available 

2 FREE SESSIONS PLUS A FREE UNIFORM ON JOINING! (SAVING 
YOU $115) 

 To register for your free sessions, please call OR text 0407-320-333 

 Or visit our website and complete an online enquiry form

http://www.artofdefence.com.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artofdefence.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckelly.hunt%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2cd679c9eee547ced53308de7ef41121%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639087783931698466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uh6ybISauKVwe9xaKD9OhbTrWcHZqpZZcx3LasOstd4%3D&reserved=0


Community News


