
Pentland Primary School Newsletter
P: 5367 6080 E: pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au         W: Pentland Primary School | Darley

Monday 17th August, 2026

http://www.meltonps.vic.edu.au/
https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/


From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents and Carers,
 
This week our School Choir is performing in the Kids Day Out. I wish our staff and students involved in this annual event all the very 
best.
 
Planning for our Grade 5 Canberra Tour is well underway. Support for our first inter state school tour has been strong. Additional 
information regarding the Canberra Tour and Parent Information sessions will be distributed to families soon.
 
As we have reached the middle of term 3 we encourage families to find a moment to remind their children of our school expectations 
and school values.
 
Our school’s journey with the implementation of the School Wide Positive Behaviour program is progressing beautifully. Families are 
now probably hearing all about the SWPBS from their children. Dylan Reithofer and the SWPBS team are doing an amazing job 
engaging the Pentland community in this space. Last week we presented the first of our Penny Platypus lapel pins. Congratulations 
to our students who are the first to receive the Penny Platypus pins.
 
This week we welcome back Bryan Fairbrass from some leave. Welcome back Bryan.

We have commenced discussions with the Department of Education regarding provision of a new school gym. Under the current 
Department of Education facilities schedule we are entitled to a much larger school gym. While we appreciate that provision of a new 
gym will not be instant, we have commenced the journey.



From the Principal’s Desk
Our recent Year 6 Swimming Program was a success. Thank you to all involved in providing this 
experience for our students.
 
A huge thank you to Mrs Wilson and the Grade 2 team for providing a wonderful year 2 camp. 
Students in Year two enjoyed an overnight camping experience. Congrats to all involved.
 
Planning for 2027 is well underway. We anticipate a student enrolment of approximately 600 students in 2027. We are calling for student enrolments 
now. If you are aware of families who intend to enrol their children at Pentland Primary School please encourage them to contact Shannon in our 
main admin office. Thanks.
 
Our Foundation Reception program continues to gain momentum. If you have enrolled a child in Foundation for the 2027 school year, they are most 
welcome to participate in our Foundation Reception program. Please contact Shannon in our main office for further details.
 
Our whole school assemblies will remain of a Friday commencing at 2.40pm on the basketball court. Parents and Carers are welcome to come along 
and watch the assembly.
 
I would like to remind families that the procedures remain in place in relation to late arrival to school, early dismissal of students. The Compass Kiosk 
is located in the office. All visitors must sign in at the office via the Compass Kiosk. Students arriving late must sign in at the office and collect a late 
pass. Parents collecting their children early must sign their children out via the Compass Kiosk in the office. Students leaving early will be collected 
from the school office not the classroom.
 
 
Please find a moment to check the list of important dates for 2026. We have a wide range of events planned already for the year.
 
Thanks for your continued support.
 
Andrew, Brianna, Daniel & Lyndon and the Team @ Pentland.



Key dates for Term 3, 2026 



Provide feedback at anytime on our 
school policies - available on our 

school website 

At Pentland Primary School, we are committed to providing an environment where all students are safe, supported, and feel 
safe. Our Child Safety and Wellbeing Framework outlines how we maintain the safety and wellbeing of every student and 
protect them from harm. This framework includes our:

Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy, Child Safety Reporting and Responding Obligations Procedures, Child Safety Code of Conduct, which outlines 
expected behaviours for all staff and volunteers

You can view these documents on our school website: Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley shortly

We are also committed to continuous improvement. Our child safety policies and practices are regularly reviewed to ensure they remain current, effective, and 
aligned with best practice.

Your Feedback Matters
Students and families are important partners in maintaining a child-safe environment. We welcome your feedback and ideas on how we can continue to 
strengthen our approach to child safety and wellbeing.
If you have any concerns, suggestions, or comments, please contact:  Andrew Harrison, Principal on 5367 6080 or pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
All child safety concerns or complaints are taken seriously. For further information about how we manage complaints, please refer to our Complaints Policy, 
available on our website Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley

Regular reminders such as this help keep our community informed about: Our commitment to child safety, and How to provide feedback or raise concerns.

Together, we can ensure Pentland Primary School continues to be a safe, caring, and inclusive environment for every child.

https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs
mailto:pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://meltonps.vic.edu.au/about-us/policies-reports/policies-and-reports/
https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs


2027 Foundation Enrolments
Steps to enroll your child in Foundation (Prep) for the 2027 school year
To start primary school in 2026, your child will need to turn 5 years old by 30 April 2027. Schooling is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old. If your child 
is starting Foundation (Prep) in 2027, you will be able to apply to enrol your child in a Victorian government primary school from the start of Term 2, 2026 (Monday 20th of 
April 2026).

What you need to do:
1.       Use Find my School to locate your designated neighbourhood school (referred to as your local school) and other nearby government schools.

2.       Contact a government primary school to book a school tour or to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process.

3.       Download the Foundation (Prep) Enrolment Information Pack for Parents and Carers (released in Week 1, Term 2). This pack includes the application 
form.

4.       The school may also provide you with a copy of the application form to complete or advise if they are using online enrolment.

5.       Submit your enrolment application to the school by Friday 31 July 2026.

6.      You will be notified of the outcome of your application between Monday 3 August and Friday 14 August 2026. The letter from the school will include the next 
steps.  If you receive an enrolment offer, you should respond to the offer by Friday 28 August 2026.

Enrolment applications submitted after 31 July 2026 will be processed by the school as they are received.

Your child has a right to enrol at their local school. Your child’s local school is determined by their permanent residential address. The Enrolling in school page can help you to 

confirm your child’s address for enrolment.

If you are applying to a school that is not your child's local school, you should read about school zones and how they work. You should also read about how applications are 

prioritised using the Department of Education’s Placement Policy found on the Enrolling in school page.

Statewide timeline for Foundation (Prep) enrolments.

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-zones
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol


Classroom News

Here you can get an insight into some of the exciting things 
happening within our school.



Grade 3
Our students have been busy 

reading and writing book reviews to 
help decorate our classroom library! 

Each finished review is being 
transformed into a cloud and 

displayed around our reading space. 

We are working hard to make our 
library creative, colourful and inviting 

as we compete for the Best 
Decorated Classroom Library! 

The winning classroom will be 
announced during Book Week, so 

we have our fingers crossed that all 
our wonderful reading and creativity 

will help us take out the prize! 

Getting Ready For Book Week!





School Wide Positive Behaviour

This term, we introduced our SWPBS Hour, which runs 

every Tuesday morning across the school. During these 

sessions, teachers explicitly teach and reinforce the 

positive behaviours we expect to see at school. Lessons 

focus on areas such as appropriate toilet use, safe play in 

designated areas, respecting personal space, and building 

trust and positive relationships with peers and staff.



Visual Arts

In Visual Arts, students 
have been learning about 
weaving. 

Depending on the year 
level, students have been 
using different kinds of 
looms or frames.





Media Arts
In our Media Arts classes students have continued to focus on 
creating stop motion animations and introductions to photography.  It 
is wonderful to see the creative and inspirational ideas and stories 
they are coming up with!

Hunter 5C Ellie & Havya 5C

Gunraaj, Darcy & Jordan 4B
Screenshots from some Stop Motion Animations made by 
students.



Mental Health in Primary Schools 
The Importance of Arriving at School on Time

It has been a wonderful start to Term 3, and it has been great to see our students settle back into their learning routines so well.

I have noticed that an increasing number of students are arriving after the start of the school day. While occasional lateness is 
understandable, arriving on time each day is important. It allows students to begin their day calmly, connect with their classmates, 
participate in the morning welcome, and engage in the learning from the very start of the day. These routines help students feel 
connected, prepared, and ready to learn.

We kindly ask families to ensure that students arrive at school before 8:40 am, as this is when the school day begins. Your support 
in establishing punctual routines helps set your child up for a positive and successful day at school.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any circumstances that may be affecting your child's arrival time, please don't 
hesitate to get in touch.

Thank you for your continued support.

John Saliba
 MHiPS Leader



Mental 
Health
in 
Schools 







Attendance

Why going to school is important

Going to school every day is an important part of your child’s education. Children and 
young people learn new things at school every day, connect with friends, have fun and 
develop good habits that help them to succeed. Attending and participating in school will 
help your child:

● develop important skills and knowledge to help them learn
● develop social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience 

and teamwork
● establish friendships with peers which help develop self-esteem and a sense of 

belonging.

There is no good number of days for missing school. Being away from school for 1 day a 
fortnight adds up to missing 4 whole weeks of school a year. Where possible, you 
should avoid your child missing school, for example, make appointments for your child 
outside of school hours and keep family holidays to outside term time.

When you are late: Ensure that you present to the office and sign in before 
getting a late pass to give to your teacher. The office ladies will help you 
with this.



Attendance

When you are late: Ensure that you present to the office and sign in before 
getting a late pass to give to your teacher. The office ladies will help you 
with this.



Lost Property
Lost property is located in the First Aid Office.

It’s vital that if you want us to return items of clothing, 
drink bottles or lunch boxes to your child, please make 
sure that they are clearly named.

Black Coats – Lost Property

If you’re looking for your child’s black coat without a 
Pentland Logo and can’t find it, please come and have a 
look in Lost Property. We have lots of black coats in 
various sizes, and all of them are unnamed.



First Aid

If your child has an Asthma Alert on file it is mandatory that you supply an 
up to date Action Plan, Ventolin and a Spacer to keep in your childs class 
locker for immediate use and excursions. 

If your child no longer requires an alert, please send written conformation 
via email to pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au



News from the 
Parents and Friends 
Association



Camp 
Australia 
OSHC 
Program



Camp 
Australia 
OSHC 
Program

To make a booking with Camp Australia  
Camp Australia - Parent Portal 

https://pp.campaustralia.com.au/


Community News
KIDS KARATE IN DARLEY

 Increase your confidence & self esteem

-Learn control, respect & discipline

-Improve physical & mental health

-A safe space to build lifelong friendships 

-Learn Self Defence techniques and skills

-Weekday and weekend classes available 

2 FREE SESSIONS PLUS A FREE UNIFORM ON JOINING! (SAVING 
YOU $115) 

 To register for your free sessions, please call OR text 0407-320-333 

 Or visit our website and complete an online enquiry form

http://www.artofdefence.com.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artofdefence.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckelly.hunt%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2cd679c9eee547ced53308de7ef41121%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639087783931698466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uh6ybISauKVwe9xaKD9OhbTrWcHZqpZZcx3LasOstd4%3D&reserved=0
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