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From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents and Carers,
 
Last week the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Milton Dick MP and Sam Rae MP visited Pentland Primary School as 
part of the Australian Parliament House Flag Roadshow program. Students in grade 5 & 6 enjoyed an amazing experience. 
Milton Dick and Sam Rae were highly engaging building a greater understanding of Australian Parliament.
 
We are incredibly grateful for having access to this program. A huge thank you to Di McAuliffe for considering our school and 
our students for this program. Our students were wonderful ambassadors for Pentland Primary School.
 
In coming weeks students in Years 4-6 will have the opportunity to participate in the Attitudes to School Survey. This survey 
provides our staff and school leadership team with valuable insights into student perceptions of our school.
 
We sincerely hope that Pentland Primary School mums experienced a thoroughly enjoyable Mothers Day. Our Mothers Day 
Stall was a wonderful success. Members of our Parents Club have done a amazing job again this year in preparing and 
delivering this event.
 
Our local District Cross Country was conducted last Friday. Congratulations to our students who represented Pentland Primary 
School at this event. We now have a significant number of students competing at the next level of competition.



From the Principal’s Desk
Our whole school assemblies will remain of a Friday commencing at 2.40pm on the 
basketball court. Parents and Carers are welcome to come along and watch the assembly.
 
Our recent Grade 6 camp was an amazing success and a wonderful experience for our students. Thank you to all of our staff 
involved in delivering this experience.
 
We are accepting Foundation student enrolments for 2027 now. Please contact Shannon in our office regarding the enrolment 
process. We have experienced much interest already. Our Foundation Reception program has commenced.
 
I would like to remind families that the procedures remain in place in relation to late arrival to school, early dismissal of students. 
The Compass Kiosk is located in the office. All visitors must sign in at the office via the Compass Kiosk. Students arriving late 
must sign in at the office and collect a late pass. Parents collecting their children early must sign their children out via the 
Compass Kiosk in the office.
 
Please find a moment to check the list of important dates for 2026. We have a wide range of events planned already for the 
year.
 
Thanks for your continued support.
 
Andrew, Brianna, Daniel & Lyndon and the Team @ Pentland.



Key dates for Term 1, 2026 



school policies - available on our school 
website 

At Pentland Primary School, we are committed to providing an environment where all students are safe, supported, and feel 
safe. Our Child Safety and Wellbeing Framework outlines how we maintain the safety and wellbeing of every student and 
protect them from harm. This framework includes our:

Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy, Child Safety Reporting and Responding Obligations Procedures, Child Safety Code of Conduct, which outlines 
expected behaviours for all staff and volunteers

You can view these documents on our school website: Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley shortly

We are also committed to continuous improvement. Our child safety policies and practices are regularly reviewed to ensure they remain current, effective, and 
aligned with best practice.

Your Feedback Matters
Students and families are important partners in maintaining a child-safe environment. We welcome your feedback and ideas on how we can continue to 
strengthen our approach to child safety and wellbeing.
If you have any concerns, suggestions, or comments, please contact:  Andrew Harrison, Principal on 5367 6080 or pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
All child safety concerns or complaints are taken seriously. For further information about how we manage complaints, please refer to our Complaints Policy, 
available on our website Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley

Regular reminders such as this help keep our community informed about: Our commitment to child safety, and How to provide feedback or raise concerns.

Together, we can ensure Pentland Primary School continues to be a safe, caring, and inclusive environment for every child.

https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs
mailto:pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://meltonps.vic.edu.au/about-us/policies-reports/policies-and-reports/
https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs


2027 Foundation Enrolments
Steps to enroll your child in Foundation (Prep) for the 2027 school year
To start primary school in 2026, your child will need to turn 5 years old by 30 April 2027. Schooling is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old. If your child 
is starting Foundation (Prep) in 2027, you will be able to apply to enrol your child in a Victorian government primary school from the start of Term 2, 2026 (Monday 20th of 
April 2026).

What you need to do:
1.       Use Find my School to locate your designated neighbourhood school (referred to as your local school) and other nearby government schools.

2.       Contact a government primary school to book a school tour or to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process.

3.       Download the Foundation (Prep) Enrolment Information Pack for Parents and Carers (released in Week 1, Term 2). This pack includes the application 
form.

4.       The school may also provide you with a copy of the application form to complete or advise if they are using online enrolment.

5.       Submit your enrolment application to the school by Friday 31 July 2026.

6.      You will be notified of the outcome of your application between Monday 3 August and Friday 14 August 2026. The letter from the school will include the next 
steps.  If you receive an enrolment offer, you should respond to the offer by Friday 28 August 2026.

Enrolment applications submitted after 31 July 2026 will be processed by the school as they are received.

Your child has a right to enrol at their local school. Your child’s local school is determined by their permanent residential address. The Enrolling in school page can help you to 

confirm your child’s address for enrolment.

If you are applying to a school that is not your child's local school, you should read about school zones and how they work. You should also read about how applications are 

prioritised using the Department of Education’s Placement Policy found on the Enrolling in school page.

Statewide timeline for Foundation (Prep) enrolments.

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-zones
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol


Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) $$$
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s 
background and their outcomes.

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports 
teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum 
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child

The annual CSEF amount per student is: $400 from January 1st 2026 for primary school students

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the link below. 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund application form (DOCX, 74KB)

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:
·   new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year.
·        changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new siblings commencing this year.

Applications should be lodged as soon as possible, with schools accepting them until the end of term 2.

https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/csef-application-form-2879


Special Visitors to PPS
This past week we were lucky enough to 
have Mr Sam Rae and the speaker of 
Parliament Mr Milton Dick visit our 
school as part of the Parliament in 
Schools Program. 

The program brings parliamentary 
education to students to make civics 
education more accessible nationwide. 
The program aims to teach students 
about democracy, Federation, and the 
role of the House of Representatives, 
often including a "parliamentary role 
play". 



Learning how Parliament works



Unfurling the flag that is actually flown 
above Parliament in Canberra, right in our 
gym. 
It’s huge and took a village to achieve this!!



Today PPS students voted on a new law, ‘Should 
pineapple be allowed on pizza’. Mr Milton counted the 
yes votes, Mr Rae counted the no votes, 
Final tally the yes’s = 62 the no’s = 64 votes. 
So as voted Pineapple is not allowed on Pizza!!



Classroom News
Here you can get an insight into some of the exciting things 

happening within our school.



Grade 1

Throughout week 2, the grade one 
students participated in activities to 
help us learn about the sacrifice that 
the Anzac soldiers made. It was 
amazing to see how dedicated our 
students were to learning more about 
this important moment of history.



Grade 3
In Week 2, the grade 3 students learnt about ANZAC Day, it’s significance and why we 
honour and remember the soldiers. They had the opportunity to try on an Australian Army 
hat and examine World War II medals. Students also created ANZAC inspired artwork, 
which is now proudly displayed in our classrooms. 



Grade 5
In Week 2, students were learning about the properties (vertices, edges and faces) of triangular 
and hexagonal prisms. In 5A, students had the opportunity to create these two prisms out of 
straws. They really enjoyed manipulating the straws to make them fit together to create the prisms. 
Students also demonstrated our school value ‘teamwork’ as they had to communicate and work 
together. 



Visual Arts 5-6

Students 
have been 
using card, 
cardboard, 
plasticine 
and 
cellophane to 
explore 3D 
sculpture.



Visual Arts 3-4

Students have been 
exploring papercraft and 
paper construction 
techniques to create a 
model town.



Visual Arts 1-2

Students have 
been 
exploring 
papercraft 
and paper 
construction 
techniques to 
create 3D 
paper 
artworks.



Students have been flexing their creative muscles and writing song lyrics to 
well-known tunes.  We have had some marvellous and humorous stories told 
through song, and some good laughs as we have collaborated together.  

Students across the school have been incredibly proud of their song-writing, and 
eagerly performed for their classroom teachers.

Junior classes have rewritten ‘The Wheels on the Bus’ and sections of ‘Home Among 
the Gumtrees’, and senior classes have rewritten the words to ‘Best Day of My Life’ 
by American Authors.  Enjoy some of the work, and I challenge you not to get the 
songs stuck in your head!



2C (Harman) To the tune of ‘Home Among the Gumtrees’
Verse 1
I was sailing on my boat
When I saw a great big goat
He jumped aboard without a word
And ate up all my prawns
But when it came to sweets,
He chewed a stalk of wheat
And then he ate my boots.

Chorus
Give me some time without the big goat
He’ll get his own boat
He’ll eat green peas and row to the sea
He’ll stop to have a wee
He’ll meet some brand new friends
And I can sail on in peace.

Verse 2
The great big goat had found his home
He called upon his phone
He walked across a fallen log
And found a friendly frog
The pair walked off towards the dawn
And then they ate some prawns
And they both got very fat.

Chorus
Give me some time without the big goat
He’ll get his own boat
He’ll eat green peas and row to the sea
He’ll stop to have a wee
He’ll meet some brand new friends
And I can sail on in peace.



1A (Cullinan) 
Give me a lovely outdoor classroom
We like the flowers
We love nature and some butterflies
The gumtrees and birds too
We love to play with friends
And we love our families too.

FA (James)
Give me a seesaw in the playground

With lots of green trees

A slide or two and some monkey bars

A climbing frame and swing

With friends to play all day

And some lovely flowers too

To the tune of the ‘Home Among the Gumtrees’ chorus

2A (Wilson) 
Give me a flower and a bumblebee
And some sunshine for me
A daffodil, a daisy and rose and big green trees
A blue and cloudless sky
And a nice cool breeze 



To the tune of ‘Best Day of My Life’ - American Authors

My wheels are big and black and fast
Heads turn left and right as I blast
  Whoa oh oh….
Pedalling smoothly to the moon
So fast I got there far too soon
  Whoa oh oh…

Ped’ling so fast
Whoa 
Wheels like spaghetti-os
Whoa
Riding like a pro

Riding like I’m in a trance
A tra-a-a-a-a-ance

5C (Coles) 3B (Pexioto) 



6B (Robinson) To the tune of ‘Best Day of My Life’ - American Authors



Mental Health in Schools
Friday 15th May 2026

 

At Pentland Primary School, we are going to go Blue to end Bullying. We are making a difference by sparking important conversations- and 
speaking to those who can’t- because we know bullying devastates lives, families and communities.

We will be raising awareness on this day to continue to support Dolly’s Dream.  We will also be raising money to provide support, guidance 
and education for young people and their families, so they don’t have to face bullying alone.

 We will be providing some competitions and events to raise money for this special cause.  These are:

 

-          A colouring competition.  Children can pick up a colouring sheet from the office.  They can then do their best artwork. These will 
be judged by the junior school council.  A gold coin donation is needed to participate in this event.
 

-          Guess the number of blue jelly beans.  A jar of undisclosed jellybeans will be used as a guessing competition.  Children can 
participate by donating a gold coin to guess the number of jellybeans in the jar.   The child with the exact or closest number will 
win the jar of jellybeans.
 

-          Children can come dressed up in their favourite blue attire.  Children can be as creative as they like.  A gold coin donation will be 
needed to participate.
 

By supporting this cause, we at Pentland hope to continue Dolly’s Legacy of kindness and hope, empowering young people, families and 
communities to build a world that is free from bullying.



School Wide Positive Behaviour

Pentland Primary School is continuing to build momentum in our School-wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) journey, with a 
strong focus on bringing our school values to life: Respect, Trust, Pride and Teamwork.

Throughout the year, staff and students have been working together to develop a shared understanding of what these values look like in 
the classroom. Students have been explicitly taught the behaviours that support a positive learning environment—such as listening 
attentively, following instructions, including others, and taking responsibility for their learning. This consistent approach is helping to 
create calm, focused and supportive classrooms across the school.

It has been wonderful to see so many students demonstrating these expectations in their daily learning. Many students have already 
been recognised for their positive choices through receiving a Positive Chronicle. These acknowledgements celebrate students who are 
consistently showing our school values and contributing positively to our school community.

A key part of SWPBS is maintaining a strong focus on recognising and reinforcing positive behaviour, and this has been a clear priority 
across the school. Staff are also currently working together to develop a whole-school rewards system that will further support the 
consistent recognition of positive behaviour in all settings.

Families can support this work at home by reinforcing our school values in everyday situations. Encouraging children to show respect, 
work as part of a team, take pride in their efforts, and build trust through honesty and responsibility helps strengthen the connection 
between home and school.

We are proud of the positive start we have made and look forward to continuing this journey together as a school community.





Attendance

When you are late: Ensure that you present to the office and sign in before 
getting a late pass to give to your teacher. The office ladies will help you with 
this.

Why going to school is important

Going to school every day is an important part of your child’s education. Children and 
young people learn new things at school every day, connect with friends, have fun and 
develop good habits that help them to succeed. Attending and participating in school will 
help your child:

● develop important skills and knowledge to help them learn
● develop social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience 

and teamwork
● establish friendships with peers which help develop self-esteem and a sense of 

belonging.

There is no good number of days for missing school. Being away from school for 1 day a 
fortnight adds up to missing 4 whole weeks of school a year. Where possible, you 
should avoid your child missing school, for example, make appointments for your child 
outside of school hours and keep family holidays to outside term time.



Attendance

When you are late: Ensure that you present 
to the office and sign in before getting a late
pass to give to your teacher. The office 
ladies will help you with this.



Lost Property
Have you lost items of uniform late in 2025 or 2026 
already?

We have lots of coats not pictured found in 2025 with no 
name. 
Jumpers and jackets seen here also have no name.

It’s vital that if you want us to return items of clothing to 
your child, that they are clearly named.

Found labelled items, can then be returned to your child 
the day they are handed in to the office!!



First Aid
Does your child have a medical illness? Do we have know about it, and have a current action plan? 
If your unsure please contact or pop into the First Aid office and speak with Nadine about your child.
Asthma Action Plan Template: 
https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf

Allergy Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Anaphylaxis Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Diabetes Action Plan Template:
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf

If at any stage you have have a question about your child's medical needs or situation please 
call us here on 5367 6080 or pop into the First Aid Office and chat with Nadine

https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf


News from the Parents 
and Friends Association

Some of the wonderful items we had on 
our Mother's Day Stall. The students 

enjoyed picking out treasures for their 
special person. We hope you all had a 

wonderful Mother’s Day. 
Thanks to the Parents Club and 

volunteers for making it possible.



Community News
KIDS KARATE IN DARLEY

 Increase your confidence & self esteem

-Learn control, respect & discipline

-Improve physical & mental health

-A safe space to build lifelong friendships 

-Learn Self Defence techniques and skills

-Weekday and weekend classes available 

2 FREE SESSIONS PLUS A FREE UNIFORM ON JOINING! (SAVING 
YOU $115) 

 To register for your free sessions, please call OR text 0407-320-333 

 Or visit our website and complete an online enquiry form

http://www.artofdefence.com.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artofdefence.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckelly.hunt%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2cd679c9eee547ced53308de7ef41121%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639087783931698466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uh6ybISauKVwe9xaKD9OhbTrWcHZqpZZcx3LasOstd4%3D&reserved=0


Community News


