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From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents and Carers,
 
On behalf of the team at Pentland Primary School we wish to thank all members of our community for their support of our recent Parent and 
Teacher interviews. It was pleasing to see the high level of parent and carer support for these highly important introductions and information 
sharing conversations.
 
We have included the following two paragraphs for a final time.
 
We welcome a number of new staff to Pentland in 2026. We extend a warm welcome to Stephanie Wilson, Mia Blundell, Lea Blundell, Madyson 
Cox, Kelly Robinson, Chelsea Bowman and Lachie Snaith. We welcome back Troy Watson, Mirjana Sarancic. We also extend a warm welcome 
to all of our new students and their families.
 
Our school continues to experience significant student enrolment growth. At this stage we have started the 2026 school year with almost 600 
students. We have implemented a school structure that includes 25 grades. Our specialist areas will largely remain the same for 2026. We are 
now a large busy and exciting school. This year we have 55 staff members.
 
Daniel Romeo will be leading the grade 3-6 area of our school with Brianna Jones  leading our Foundation – Year 2 area. For issues regarding 
student welfare please contact Daniel and Brianna.
 
However after 20 years as the Principal of Pentland Primary School I have decided to take a few weeks leave. Daniel Romeo will be Acting 
Principal while I am away. I will see everyone when I return in late March.
 



From the Principal’s Desk
Our main communication with families in 2026 will be via Compass. We request that all families regularly
check school communications sent via compass. If parents and carers do not have access to Compass or
are experiencing difficulty with Compass please contact our office.
 
We are pleased to confirm that student materials, books etc have been distributed to students for the start 
of the new school year. These materials are again being provided free of charge to families.
 
Our Spelling Mastery program has commenced. Our Home Reading program is also in full swing. We hope families are supporting home 
reading by regularly listening to their children read. Ideally families should be listening to their children read each night. If your child is not 
bringing books home on a regular basis please contact their classroom teacher.
 
 
Next week we will call for nominations for School Council and Parents Club. Our call for nominations and further details will be sent via 
Compass. Nomination forms will be available from our office from Shannon and Katrina.
 
School bags can be purchased through our office. Also Pentland Diary Covers and Reader bags.
 
This year our whole school assemblies will remain of a Friday commencing at 2.40pm on the basketball court. Parents and Carers are 
welcome to come along and watch the assembly.
 
We are accepting Foundation student enrolments for 2027 now. Please contact our office regarding the enrolment process. We have 
experienced much interest already. Our Foundation Reception program starts next week.
 
I would like to remind families that the procedures remain in place in relation to late arrival to school, early dismissal of students. The 
Compass Kiosk is located in the office. All visitors must sign in at the office via the Compass Kiosk. Students arriving late must sign in at the 
office and collect a late pass. Parents collecting their children early must sign their children out via the Compass Kiosk in the office.
 
Please find a moment to check the list of important dates for 2026. We have a wide range of events planned already for the year.
 
Thanks for your continued support.
 
Andrew, Brianna & Daniel and the Team @ Pentland.
 

 



Key 
dates 

for 
Term 1, 
2026 



Provide feedback at anytime on our 
school policies - available on our 
school website (watch this space as 

changes are happening)

At Pentland Primary School, we are committed to providing an environment where all students are safe, supported, and feel 
safe. Our Child Safety and Wellbeing Framework outlines how we maintain the safety and wellbeing of every student and 
protect them from harm. This framework includes our:

Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy, Child Safety Reporting and Responding Obligations Procedures, Child Safety Code of Conduct, which outlines 
expected behaviours for all staff and volunteers

You can view these documents on our school website: Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley shortly

We are also committed to continuous improvement. Our child safety policies and practices are regularly reviewed to ensure they remain current, effective, and 
aligned with best practice.

Your Feedback Matters
Students and families are important partners in maintaining a child-safe environment. We welcome your feedback and ideas on how we can continue to 
strengthen our approach to child safety and wellbeing.
If you have any concerns, suggestions, or comments, please contact:  Andrew Harrison, Principal on 5367 6080 or pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
All child safety concerns or complaints are taken seriously. For further information about how we manage complaints, please refer to our Complaints Policy, 
available on our website Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley

Regular reminders such as this help keep our community informed about: Our commitment to child safety, and How to provide feedback or raise concerns.

Together, we can ensure Pentland Primary School continues to be a safe, caring, and inclusive environment for every child.

https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs
mailto:pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://meltonps.vic.edu.au/about-us/policies-reports/policies-and-reports/
https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs


2027 Foundation Enrolments
Steps to enroll your child in Foundation (Prep) for the 2027 school year
To start primary school in 2026, your child will need to turn 5 years old by 30 April 2027. Schooling is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old. If your child 
is starting Foundation (Prep) in 2027, you will be able to apply to enrol your child in a Victorian government primary school from the start of Term 2, 2026 (Monday 20th of 
April 2026).

What you need to do:
1.       Use Find my School to locate your designated neighbourhood school (referred to as your local school) and other nearby government schools.

2.       Contact a government primary school to book a school tour or to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process.

3.       Download the Foundation (Prep) Enrolment Information Pack for Parents and Carers (released in Week 1, Term 2). This pack includes the application 
form.

4.       The school may also provide you with a copy of the application form to complete or advise if they are using online enrolment.

5.       Submit your enrolment application to the school by Friday 31 July 2026.

6.      You will be notified of the outcome of your application between Monday 3 August and Friday 14 August 2026. The letter from the school will include the next 
steps.  If you receive an enrolment offer, you should respond to the offer by Friday 28 August 2026.

Enrolment applications submitted after 31 July 2026 will be processed by the school as they are received.

Your child has a right to enrol at their local school. Your child’s local school is determined by their permanent residential address. The Enrolling in school page can help you to 

confirm your child’s address for enrolment.

If you are applying to a school that is not your child's local school, you should read about school zones and how they work. You should also read about how applications are 

prioritised using the Department of Education’s Placement Policy found on the Enrolling in school page.

Statewide timeline for Foundation (Prep) enrolments.

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-zones
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol


Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) $$$
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s 
background and their outcomes.

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports 
teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum 
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child

The annual CSEF amount per student is: $400 from January 1st 2026 for primary school students

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the link below. 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund application form (DOCX, 74KB)

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:
·   new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year.
·        changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new siblings commencing this year.

Applications should be lodged as soon as possible, with schools accepting them until the end of term 2.

https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/csef-application-form-2879


Classroom News

Here you can get an insight into some of the exciting things 
happening within our school.



Grade 1
Grade 1 students enjoyed a 
live online session with Ollie 
Online from Inform & 
Empower and let out a big 
cheer when Pentland was 
called out from the list of 
attending schools! The topic 
was “How Trusted Adults Can 
Keep us Safe Online”. 
Students then completed a 
worksheet and wrote 
on each finger the 
five people they 
can confide in.

Grade 1 students 
have also started 
reading Big Books 
in class with lots 
of activities 
around reading 
and 
comprehension. 

Each class starts 
a new book every 
week, so please 
ask your child 
what they are 
reading this week!



Grade 5
Grade 5 students have been very busy with 
NAPLAN practice in Reading, Writing and 
Numeracy. In Theme, students have been learning 
about Personal and Social Capabilities. A big focus 
is on how to be a good leader. 

In our classes, we discussed the positive attributes 
a leader should have and then students created 
their own poster with a big emphasis on following 
our school values of respect, trust, pride and 
teamwork. 

This is great timing as we just had our Shadow 
Captains announced last week. Well done again to:
Primrose, Jett, Amelia, Harry, Ellie, Jake, April and 
Hudson. 

Grade 5 teachers will be observing throughout the 
year on who could be in the school leadership 
team for 2027. 

‘If your actions inspire 

others to dream more, 

learn more, do more 

and become more, you 

are a leader’

 - John Quincy Adams



Art 
In Art, students have been exploring painting using acrylic paints. 

We have been doing a lot of colour mixing.

Some classes have also been exploring creating depth through light and shade.



Music

Musical Fruit Salad!!  In Music at the moment, we are exploring rhythm, beat, composition and performance using 
fruit names to represent musical notes.  We are having a lot of fun! Junior classes are focussing on crotchets and 
quavers (represented by pears and apples), and adding fruits as we progress through the grades in the school, so 
that in the grade 6 classes, we also have watermelon, coconut, strawberry, banana, and papaya in our musical fruit 
salad.  The funky background beat helping us to keep time is one that all the students are enjoying.  Students are 
composing their own rhythms and will playing the rhythms using musical instruments over the next few lessons.  At 
the end of most sessions, we are thoroughly enjoying wholeheartedly singing some of our favourite songs, so you 
may have some ear worms as I believe some students are exercising their vocal chords at home too!!



School Wide Positive Behaviour
Pentland Primary School is excited to announce that we are beginning our journey with School-wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) 
— an evidence-based framework that helps schools create safe, respectful and supportive learning environments for all students.

SWPBS focuses on teaching and reinforcing positive behaviours across the whole school. Just as we explicitly teach reading and maths, 
SWPBS recognises that positive behaviour also needs to be clearly taught, modelled and practised.

Through this approach, we will:

● Develop clear, consistent expectations for behaviour across all school settings
● Explicitly teach students what these expectations look like in classrooms, the playground and shared spaces
● Recognise and celebrate positive behaviours
● Use consistent responses to behaviour to support student learning and wellbeing
● Monitor data to ensure we are meeting the needs of all learners

SWPBS uses a tiered system of support, meaning:

● Most students benefit from clear expectations and consistent teaching (Tier 1)
● Some students may receive additional small-group support (Tier 2)
● A small number may receive individualised support where needed (Tier 3)

Our goal is to strengthen a positive, inclusive school culture where every child feels safe, respected and ready to learn.

Over the coming months, we will share more information about our school values, behaviour expectations and how families can support this 
work at home. We look forward to working together as a community to make Pentland Primary School an even more positive place to learn 
and grow.



Breakfast Club



Attendance News

When you are late: Ensure that you present to the office and sign in 
before getting a late pass to give to your teacher. The office ladies 
will help you with this.



Call for Nominations on our School Council Committee
Thank you to the members of School Council whose term of office (2024-2026) concludes in March. 

We appreciate the dedication and support of the following parents: Robyn Head. This year we have 2 vacancies in the 2-year parent 
member term of office.

A call for nominations for the School Council terms of office for 2026 & 2027 was published in this week’s newsletter. I strongly encourage people to 
nominate for the 2026-2027 term. Our School Council Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month, at 12pm in the Staff Centre.
Nomination forms are available at the front office until 4pm on the 06.03.2026. 

If the number of nominations received is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further nominations will be posted in 
a prominent position at the school.

Parent members are required to hold a valid Working with Children Clearance (WWCC) to nominate for a position on school council. The only 
exception to this requirement is parents who are also teachers and hold a current VIT registration.
Thank you



Lost Property
Have you lost items of uniform late in 2025 or 2026 
already?

We have lots of coats not pictured found in 2025 with no 
name. 
Jumpers and jackets seen here also have no name.

It’s vital that if you want us to return items of clothing to 
your child, that they are clearly named.

Found labelled items, can then be returned to your child 
the day they are handed in to the office!!



First Aid
Does your child have a medical illness? Do we have know about it, and have a current action plan? 
If your unsure please contact or pop into the First Aid office and speak with Nadine about your child.
Asthma Action Plan Template: 
https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf

Allergy Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Anaphylaxis Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Diabetes Action Plan Template:
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf

If at any stage you have have a question about your child's medical needs or situation please 
call us here on 5367 6080 or pop into the First Aid Office and chat with Nadine

https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf


News from the Parents 
and Friends Association

Seeking New Parent Helpers!!

We are calling for some of our wonderful community of parents to 
join our friendly and welcoming, Parents and Friends Club. 

We are a group of parents that meet twice a term (you don’t have 
to attend all meetings) to discuss, plan and organise the school’s 
upcoming fundraisers. Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month. 

The next meeting will be held on the 12th of March at 12pm at 
Pentland PS.  

We look forward to seeing some new faces 😁



Community News
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