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From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents and Carers,

On behalf of the team at Pentland Primary School we wish to extend a warm welcome back to all members of the Pentland Primary School Community. We have 
experienced a positive start to term 2.

Last Friday we conducted our Anzac Day Assembly acknowledging all who have served our country. Our student school leaders provided our students and school 
community with an amazing experience. A wonderful and moving tribute to the Anzac Spirit. The reading of “This Ode” by Rupert McCall was amazing provoking much 
emotion.

Our School Leaders also represented Pentland Primary School at the Bacchus Marsh Dawn Service. This a tradition almost 20 years in the making. It is always a proud 
moment to meet our students at the Dawn Service and witness them lay a wreath in memory of all who have serviced in Bacchus Marsh.

We have recently appointed Mr Lyndon Smith to our Acting Assistant Principal position. Lyndon will work alongside Brianna Jones and lead the Foundation to Year 2 
area of our school.

In coming weeks students in Years 4-6 will have the opportunity to participate in the Attitudes to School Survey. This survey provides our staff and school leadership 
team with valuable insights into student perceptions of our school. In coming weeks additional information will be shared with families with students in Years 4-6.

Planning is well underway for our Mothers Day Stall. A communication has been shared with families via Compass. Members of our Parents Club have done a wonderful 
job in preparing for this event.

Our local District Athletics Carnival will be conducted on Tuesday 28th of April. We have in excess of 50 students representing Pentland Primary School at this event. 
Students will be travelling to and from the event in our school buses, reducing the overall cost to families. We wish all of our students involved the very best.



From the Principal’s Desk

Our whole school assemblies will remain of a Friday commencing at 2.40pm on the basketball court. Parents and Carers are welcome to come along and watch the 
assembly.

We wish our grade 6 students and staff heading off to camp on Wednesday 29th of April all the very best.

We are accepting Foundation student enrolments for 2027 now. Please contact Shannon in our office regarding the enrolment process. We have experienced much 
interest already. Our Foundation Reception program has commenced.

I would like to remind families that the procedures remain in place in relation to late arrival to school, early dismissal of students. The Compass Kiosk is located in the 
office. All visitors must sign in at the office via the Compass Kiosk. Students arriving late must sign in at the office and collect a late pass. Parents collecting their children 
early must sign their children out via the Compass Kiosk in the office.

Please find a moment to check the list of important dates for 2026. We have a wide range of events planned already for the year.

Thanks for your continued support.

Andrew, Brianna, Daniel & Lyndon and the Team @ Pentland.

 



Key dates for Term 2, 2026 



Provide feedback at anytime on our 
school policies - available on our 

school website 

At Pentland Primary School, we are committed to providing an environment where all students are safe, supported, and feel 
safe. Our Child Safety and Wellbeing Framework outlines how we maintain the safety and wellbeing of every student and 
protect them from harm. This framework includes our:

Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy, Child Safety Reporting and Responding Obligations Procedures, Child Safety Code of Conduct, which outlines 
expected behaviours for all staff and volunteers

You can view these documents on our school website: Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley shortly

We are also committed to continuous improvement. Our child safety policies and practices are regularly reviewed to ensure they remain current, effective, and 
aligned with best practice.

Your Feedback Matters
Students and families are important partners in maintaining a child-safe environment. We welcome your feedback and ideas on how we can continue to 
strengthen our approach to child safety and wellbeing.
If you have any concerns, suggestions, or comments, please contact:  Andrew Harrison, Principal on 5367 6080 or pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
All child safety concerns or complaints are taken seriously. For further information about how we manage complaints, please refer to our Complaints Policy, 
available on our website Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley

Regular reminders such as this help keep our community informed about: Our commitment to child safety, and How to provide feedback or raise concerns.

Together, we can ensure Pentland Primary School continues to be a safe, caring, and inclusive environment for every child.

https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs
mailto:pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://meltonps.vic.edu.au/about-us/policies-reports/policies-and-reports/
https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs


2027 Foundation Enrolments
Steps to enroll your child in Foundation (Prep) for the 2027 school year
To start primary school in 2026, your child will need to turn 5 years old by 30 April 2027. Schooling is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old. If your child 
is starting Foundation (Prep) in 2027, you will be able to apply to enrol your child in a Victorian government primary school from the start of Term 2, 2026 (Monday 20th of 
April 2026).

What you need to do:
1.       Use Find my School to locate your designated neighbourhood school (referred to as your local school) and other nearby government schools.

2.       Contact a government primary school to book a school tour or to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process.

3.       Download the Foundation (Prep) Enrolment Information Pack for Parents and Carers (released in Week 1, Term 2). This pack includes the application 
form.

4.       The school may also provide you with a copy of the application form to complete or advise if they are using online enrolment.

5.       Submit your enrolment application to the school by Friday 31 July 2026.

6.      You will be notified of the outcome of your application between Monday 3 August and Friday 14 August 2026. The letter from the school will include the next 
steps.  If you receive an enrolment offer, you should respond to the offer by Friday 28 August 2026.

Enrolment applications submitted after 31 July 2026 will be processed by the school as they are received.

Your child has a right to enrol at their local school. Your child’s local school is determined by their permanent residential address. The Enrolling in school page can help you to 

confirm your child’s address for enrolment.

If you are applying to a school that is not your child's local school, you should read about school zones and how they work. You should also read about how applications are 

prioritised using the Department of Education’s Placement Policy found on the Enrolling in school page.

Statewide timeline for Foundation (Prep) enrolments.

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-zones
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol


Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) $$$
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s 
background and their outcomes.

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports 
teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum 
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child

The annual CSEF amount per student is: $400 from January 1st 2026 for primary school students

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the link below. 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund application form (DOCX, 74KB)

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:
·   new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year.
·        changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new siblings commencing this year.

Applications should be lodged as soon as possible, with schools accepting them until the end of term 2.

https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/csef-application-form-2879


Classroom News

Here you can get an insight into some of the exciting things 
happening within our school.



Foundation
We are excited to be back for term 2 and the Foundation team are all thrilled to see how wonderful the Foundation students have 
eased back into their classroom routines and learning structures. 

The Foundation students worked really hard on their phonics last term and it has been great to see how much it has impacted their 
Reading and writing skills. Just check out some of our amazing work so far. 

We have an action packed term ahead learning new things and expanding our knowledge in Numeracy and Literacy, so stayed tuned 
for more. 



Grade 2
This week, our Grade 2 students have been 
learning about ANZAC Day. We explored the 
idea of remembering and why this day is 
important for many people in Australia and 
New Zealand.

Students learned that ANZAC Day is a time 
to remember soldiers who helped keep 
people safe. We discussed qualities like 
bravery, kindness, and helping others.

To support our learning, we read the stories 
ANZAC Ted and ANZAC Puppy, which 
helped students understand the meaning of 
remembrance. These texts provided a 
meaningful way for students to connect with 
the topic. Students wrote thoughtful letters to 
soldiers to show kindness and appreciation.

We are proud of how respectfully students 
engaged with this topic and the care they 
showed in their learning.

Lest We Forget



Grade 4
We’ve had a wonderful start to Term 2 in Grade 4. Everyone is settling 
into routines and is very excited to see each other. 

Reading

Last week we read “Voices In The Park” by Anthony Browne. We focused 
on inferring the motivations behind character actions, describing words 
and how they make the book more interesting and summarising the key 
events of the story.  This week we will be reading “The Promise” by 
Nicola Davis.

Writing:

For the next few weeks we will be focusing on persuasive writing. This 
past week students explored what makes a strong argument and how 
persuasive language can help to influence the reader. We have also 
been learning about the difference between an opinion and a fact. This 
week students will be learning how to write a persuasive text and how to 
write clear paragraphs.

It has been a great start to the term and we are all very excited for the 
knew knowledge and skills we will learn in the coming weeks!



Grade 6
ANZAC Day Assembly

Pentland Primary School held its annual ANZAC Day 
Ceremony on Friday 24th April at 10:10am. 

Our School Leaders led the ceremony with the 
Grade 6 students taking part in this important 

event of remembrance and respect. The ceremony 
was organised by Mrs. Coles and Mrs. Bowman. 

It was a meaningful opportunity for our school 
community to come together to honour the service 

and sacrifice of those who have served. The 
ceremony also helped students understand its 

significance and show respect for those who  have 
contributed to our country.

Literacy – Text study
This term our class will be reading Can You See 
Me? -  a novel following Tally, an 11-year-old girl 

with autism navigating the challenges of starting 
high school. Through Tally's story, students will 
explore themes of kindness, empathy, inclusion 

and acceptance. Alongside the novel study, 
students will also be developing their persuasive 
writing skills, crafting an argument on an issue 

they care about.

We warmly encourage you to 
get involved at home by 
asking your child about 

Tally's story, chatting about 
the themes of kindness and 
inclusion and checking in on 

the argument they are 
building in their persuasive 

writing. 



Respectful 
Relationships

Last term, students explored the topic 
Emotional Literacy, which means to 
understand feelings. They practised 

recognising and naming different emotions 
in themselves and others, and explored 

how different situations can affect how they 
feel and act.

This term, our 
focus will be on 

Personal 
Strengths!



We rounded out last Term 
consolidating a lot of what we 
learnt and understood about 
digital technologies. 

The Year 5 & 6 students planned 
and created 3D designs using 
TinkerCad. Some of these 
designs have already been 
printed. 

Year 3 & 4 students began 
coding their own games using 
Scratch and RodoCodo. 

Year 1 & 2 students created their 
own sequences of code with the 
indiBots, and tested their 
efficiency.

𝕊𝕋𝔼𝕄

This Term we have a 
heavy focus on Biological 
Science! Stay tuned… 





Mental Health in Schools
Supporting Student Wellbeing: Introducing our MHIPS Leader.

At Pentland Primary school, we are committed to supporting the wellbeing of 
our students both academically and emotionally. We are excited to discuss the 
work we have been doing with the Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) 
initiative. This is a program designed to provide additional support for 
students' mental health and wellbeing within our school community.

This is run by our Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader, Mr John Saliba.  Mr. 
Saliba has a strong passion for supporting student wellbeing. MHiPS focuses 
on early intervention, equipping educators with the tools to recognise and 
support students experiencing emotional challenges. We have a lot of current 
programs supporting mental health at Pentland Primary School, including 
Respectful Relationships, the implementation of SWPBS (School Wide 
Positive Behaviour Support program) and the introduction of Lunchtime Clubs 
in Term 2.

 Stay tuned for more information on how MHiPS will be integrated throughout 
the school year, including relevant programs and events which are available in 
our community.  



Anzac Day Pentland School Reflection 
24.04.2025
Today, the staff and students at Pentland Primary School 
came together to honour and pay their respects to the fallen 
and returned soldiers who have served across all wars and 
armed conflicts.

Our students are to be commended for the respect and 
maturity they showed on this solemn occasion.



Anzac Day Tribute at the RSL 
25.04.2025
Today, the Pentland Primary School Grade 6 School Leaders came 
together to honour and pay respect on behalf of all the PPS 
community to the fallen and returned soldiers who have served 
across all wars and armed conflicts.

Our students acted with grace and maturity and are to be 
commended for this on this very solemn occasion.



Attendance

Why going to school is important

Going to school every day is an important part of your child’s education. Children and 
young people learn new things at school every day, connect with friends, have fun and 
develop good habits that help them to succeed. Attending and participating in school will 
help your child:

● develop important skills and knowledge to help them learn
● develop social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience 

and teamwork
● establish friendships with peers which help develop self-esteem and a sense of 

belonging.

There is no good number of days for missing school. Being away from school for 1 day a 
fortnight adds up to missing 4 whole weeks of school a year. Where possible, you 
should avoid your child missing school, for example, make appointments for your child 
outside of school hours and keep family holidays to outside term time.

When you are late: Ensure that you present to the office and sign in before 
getting a late pass to give to your teacher. The office ladies will help you 
with this.



Lost Property
Please encourage your children to check the lost property 
collection located in the first aid office if they’re missing 
anything.
To help us return items more easily, make sure all 
belongings are clearly labelled with your child’s full name. 
At the end of the term, unclaimed items will be donated 
to charity or repurposed through the school.
Thank you



First Aid
Does your child have a medical illness? Do we have know about it, and have a current action plan? 
If your unsure please contact or pop into the First Aid office and speak with Nadine about your child.
Asthma Action Plan Template: 
https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf

Allergy Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Anaphylaxis Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Diabetes Action Plan Template:
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf

If at any stage you have have a question about your child's medical needs or situation please 
call us here on 5367 6080 or pop into the First Aid Office and chat with Nadine

https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf


News from the Parents 
and Friends Association

NEXT PARENTS CLUB EVENT: Mothers Day Stall
Selected students Thursday 7th May

All students Friday 8th May
Anyone wanting to volunteer and assist on either 

days, please contact the front office. WWC required.

NEXT PARENTS CLUB MEETING: 
Thursday 14th May 2.10pm - all welcome



Community News
KIDS KARATE IN DARLEY

 Increase your confidence & self esteem

-Learn control, respect & discipline

-Improve physical & mental health

-A safe space to build lifelong friendships 

-Learn Self Defence techniques and skills

-Weekday and weekend classes available 

2 FREE SESSIONS PLUS A FREE UNIFORM ON JOINING! (SAVING 
YOU $115) 

 To register for your free sessions, please call OR text 0407-320-333 

 Or visit our website and complete an online enquiry form

http://www.artofdefence.com.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artofdefence.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckelly.hunt%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2cd679c9eee547ced53308de7ef41121%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639087783931698466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uh6ybISauKVwe9xaKD9OhbTrWcHZqpZZcx3LasOstd4%3D&reserved=0
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