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From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope everyone had a fantastic long weekend! 

As we move further into Term 1, it has been wonderful to see students settled into their routines and actively engaging in their learning across 
the school.

Over the coming weeks, our Grade 3 and Grade 5 students will participate in the NAPLAN assessments. 

The testing schedule is as follows:

● Wednesday 11th of March – Writing
● Thursday 12th of March – Reading
● Friday 13th of March – Language Conventions
● Monday 16th of March – Numeracy

These assessments provide valuable information about student progress in literacy and numeracy. We encourage families to support their 
children by ensuring they are well rested, arrive at school on time, and approach the tests with a positive mindset. 

As the Acting Principal, I would like to wish all of our Grade 3 and Grade 5 students the very best for their NAPLAN testing and congratulate 
them for the effort they have already shown in their learning this year.

 



From the Principal’s Desk

Another exciting event coming up is our Foundation to Grade 2 House Sports, which will take place on Friday 20th of March. This is always a 
fantastic day for our younger students as they participate in a range of fun activities while demonstrating teamwork, sportsmanship, and 
school spirit. We look forward to seeing students proudly wearing their house colours and giving their best effort in each event.

I would also like to acknowledge the successful completion of the Inform and Empower Program within the classrooms for Term 1. Students 
across the school participated very well in these sessions and were highly engaged with the content that was delivered. Programs such as 
these play an important role in supporting students’ wellbeing, resilience, and understanding of important topics in a safe and supportive 
environment.

Thank you also to the parents who attended the community parent information night as part of this program. Your involvement and support are 
greatly appreciated and will continue to help strengthen the partnership between school and home. 

Kind regards,

Daniel Romeo

Acting Principal

 



Key dates for Term 1, 2026 



Provide feedback at anytime on our 
school policies - available on our 

school website 

At Pentland Primary School, we are committed to providing an environment where all students are safe, supported, and feel 
safe. Our Child Safety and Wellbeing Framework outlines how we maintain the safety and wellbeing of every student and 
protect them from harm. This framework includes our:

Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy, Child Safety Reporting and Responding Obligations Procedures, Child Safety Code of Conduct, which outlines 
expected behaviours for all staff and volunteers

You can view these documents on our school website: Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley shortly

We are also committed to continuous improvement. Our child safety policies and practices are regularly reviewed to ensure they remain current, effective, and 
aligned with best practice.

Your Feedback Matters
Students and families are important partners in maintaining a child-safe environment. We welcome your feedback and ideas on how we can continue to 
strengthen our approach to child safety and wellbeing.
If you have any concerns, suggestions, or comments, please contact:  Andrew Harrison, Principal on 5367 6080 or pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
All child safety concerns or complaints are taken seriously. For further information about how we manage complaints, please refer to our Complaints Policy, 
available on our website Our School | Pentland Primary School | Darley

Regular reminders such as this help keep our community informed about: Our commitment to child safety, and How to provide feedback or raise concerns.

Together, we can ensure Pentland Primary School continues to be a safe, caring, and inclusive environment for every child.

https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs
mailto:pentland.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://meltonps.vic.edu.au/about-us/policies-reports/policies-and-reports/
https://pentlandps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#docs


2027 Foundation Enrolments
Steps to enroll your child in Foundation (Prep) for the 2027 school year
To start primary school in 2026, your child will need to turn 5 years old by 30 April 2027. Schooling is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old. If your child 
is starting Foundation (Prep) in 2027, you will be able to apply to enrol your child in a Victorian government primary school from the start of Term 2, 2026 (Monday 20th of 
April 2026).

What you need to do:
1.       Use Find my School to locate your designated neighbourhood school (referred to as your local school) and other nearby government schools.

2.       Contact a government primary school to book a school tour or to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process.

3.       Download the Foundation (Prep) Enrolment Information Pack for Parents and Carers (released in Week 1, Term 2). This pack includes the application 
form.

4.       The school may also provide you with a copy of the application form to complete or advise if they are using online enrolment.

5.       Submit your enrolment application to the school by Friday 31 July 2026.

6.      You will be notified of the outcome of your application between Monday 3 August and Friday 14 August 2026. The letter from the school will include the next 
steps.  If you receive an enrolment offer, you should respond to the offer by Friday 28 August 2026.

Enrolment applications submitted after 31 July 2026 will be processed by the school as they are received.

Your child has a right to enrol at their local school. Your child’s local school is determined by their permanent residential address. The Enrolling in school page can help you to 

confirm your child’s address for enrolment.

If you are applying to a school that is not your child's local school, you should read about school zones and how they work. You should also read about how applications are 

prioritised using the Department of Education’s Placement Policy found on the Enrolling in school page.

Statewide timeline for Foundation (Prep) enrolments.

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-zones
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol


Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) $$$
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s 
background and their outcomes.

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports 
teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum 
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child

The annual CSEF amount per student is: $400 from January 1st 2026 for primary school students

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the link below. 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund application form (DOCX, 74KB)

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:
·   new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year.
·        changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new siblings commencing this year.

Applications should be lodged as soon as possible, with schools accepting them until the end of term 2.

https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/csef-application-form-2879


Classroom News

Here you can get an insight into some of the exciting things 
happening within our school.



Foundation
This term in writing, we are focusing on 

a letter a week and participating in a 
language experience around this letter. 

We recently had a Teddy Bear’s Picnic, 
where Foundation students brought a 

teddy bear to school. All the Foundation 
classes, participated in activities, ate 

lunch and played games on the oval with 
their teddy bears. 



Grade 2
This term in Theme, our Grade 2 students are 
becoming super listeners and teamwork stars!

We’re learning how active listening helps us 
understand different ideas and perspectives. By 
really listening to one another, students are 
building empathy and stronger communication 
skills.

We’re also practising how to be great 
collaborators- taking turns, sharing ideas, 
staying on task, and thinking about how we each 
contribute to group work.

In the photos, you’ll see students working 
together in pairs and small groups as they build 
their teamwork skills in action!

It’s wonderful to see our learners growing as 
thoughtful listeners and supportive teammates!



Grade 4
For this term, the Grade 4 students have been 
working on writing narratives. Our goal has been to 
expand our descriptions and work on descriptive 
language.

We have been workshopping our ability to write and 
include the 5 senses in our writing. The intention is 
to help our audience visualise our stories.

Hamish 
4B

Isla 4B



Grade 6
BUDDIES PROGRAM

Our year 6 and prep students have started 
their buddies program for 2026.

The buddies program helps our prep 
transition to school by fostering cross-age 

friendships to help them feel safe & 
connected to the school community. 

The students recently met up to enjoy lunch 
together & are looking forward to many 

more fun activities. 

SCHOOL VALUES - TEAMWORK
Over the last few weeks our year 6 students 
have been unpacking our school values so 
that they can be amazing role models to 

our younger students. 

A couple of weeks ago they took part in a 
teamwork challenge to make the tallest 

tower out of pasta and marshmallows! They 
had so much fun and learnt so much about 
the importance of listening to each other to 

be successful in the task. 



Respectful Relationships
During Respectful Relationships this term, students have been creating artwork for our Calm Courtyard outside Room 6. The Calm Courtyard is 
intended to be a safe, peaceful space for students to visit during playtime if they’re feeling down and need some quiet time. Students have all 
worked extremely hard to create beautiful artwork with the aim to cheer others up when entering the space. 

Foundation: Positive imagery with chalk. 

Year One: mushrooms.

Year Two: Positivity pebbles.

Year Three: Positivity pebbles.

Year Four: Positivity fairy & gnomes

Year Five: CD sun catchers

Year Six: Positivity Pebbles and Plant pot painting.

Respectful 
Relationships 

Hello Pentland families,

My name is Miss O’Connor and I am a Respectful Relationships specialist teacher at 
Pentland Primary School. As some families may not yet be familiar with the Respectful 
Relationships program or have had the chance to meet me, I’d like to take this opportunity 
to introduce myself and share a little about the subject.

Respectful Relationships focuses on building the social and emotional skills students need to 
thrive both at school and in the wider community. Throughout the year, students learn to 
identify emotions and develop positive coping strategies to help them manage challenging 
feelings. They also explore personal strengths, problem-solving skills for resolving conflict, 
stress management techniques, and ways to seek help when they need support.

Students will also learn about recognising similarities and differences 
between people, showing kindness and empathy, and building positive 
relationships with others. These lessons help students develop confidence, 
resilience and respectful ways of interacting with those around them.

If you ever have questions about the program, I’m always happy 
to chat!

 



Respectful Relationships
During Respectful Relationships this term, students have been creating artwork for our Calm Courtyard outside Room 6. The Calm Courtyard is 
intended to be a safe, peaceful space for students to visit during playtime if they’re feeling down and need some quiet time. Students have all 
worked extremely hard to create beautiful artwork with the aim to cheer others up when entering the space. 

Foundation: Positive imagery with chalk. 
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Year Four: Positivity fairy & gnomes

Year Five: CD sun catchers

Year Six: Positivity Pebbles and Plant pot painting.

Respectful 
Relationships

In Respectful Relationships this term, 
students have been creating beautiful 

artwork for our Calm Courtyard outside Room 
6! Students who show exceptional listening 

during learning time will be granted the 
opportunity to work in the courtyard.

The Calm Courtyard is intended to be a welcoming and 
peaceful space for students to visit during playtime if 

they’re feeling down and need some quiet time. 



Respectful Relationships
During Respectful Relationships this term, students have been creating artwork for our Calm Courtyard outside Room 6. The Calm Courtyard is 
intended to be a safe, peaceful space for students to visit during playtime if they’re feeling down and need some quiet time. Students have all 
worked extremely hard to create beautiful artwork with the aim to cheer others up when entering the space. 

Foundation: Positive imagery with chalk. 

Year One: mushrooms.

Year Two: Positivity pebbles.

Year Three: Positivity pebbles.

Year Four: Positivity fairy & gnomes

Year Five: CD sun catchers

Year Six: Positivity Pebbles and Plant pot painting.

Respectful 
Relationships

This term students have been learning about the 
Zones of Regulation to identify how they’re feeling. 

Students have developed the 
routine of placing their numbered 
counter into the zone they’re 
feeling as they enter the room.

Our classroom Calm Corner 
requires students to actively 
identify how they’re feeling, 

what they need and what 
they can do to self-regulate.



STEM
Our STEM Learners have been 
busy this term delving into the 
world of Digital Technologies. 
Here’s a snapshot of some of the 
things we’ve been doing:

Grade 1/2s have been collecting 
Data and using digital tools and 
apps to draw picture graphs, as 
well as understanding 
sequencing using the indiBots.

Grade 3/4s  have been working 
collaboratively to identify parts that make 
up a digital system, understanding that a 
computer is made up of data and using 
iPads to begin coding.

Grade 5/6s learned that computer 
data is just numbers and that 
each number has its own unique 
binary code. They have begun 
designing their own key tag, 
name plate or bag tag to 3D print 
later this term.



P.E
KEY DATES:

F-2 Aths: Friday 20th March

3-6 Aths: Monday 30th 
March

District swimming was a huge success for 
Pentland. We had a blast and represented 
well. Three students (Ebony Smith, Ella Di 
Mieri and Hunter McIntosh) will continue on 
to Division swimming and do us proud. 

F-2:
Foundation, Grade 1 & Grade 2 students have 
been practicing hard for sports day. We have 
practiced the 5 events we will participate in on 
sports day: 

● Medicine Ball Throw
● Standing Long Jump
● Standing High Jump
● Quoits
● 60m Sprint

3-6:
Grade 3,4,5 and 6 students have been practicing 
hard for sports day. We have practiced the 6 events 
we will participate in on sports day: 

● Long Jump
● High Jump
● 100m Sprint
● 400m Run
● Discus 
● Shot Put



Attendance

When you are late: Ensure that you present to the office and sign in before 
getting a late pass to give to your teacher. The office ladies will help you 
with this.



Lost Property
We have a large number of black coats that have been 
found throughout 2025 without a name if you have been 
searching for yours in 2026.
It is vital that all items of clothing are clearly labelled, so 
that they could be returned to your child when found.
Thank you for your support.



First Aid
Does your child have a medical illness? Do we have know about it, and have a current action plan? 
If your unsure please contact or pop into the First Aid office and speak with Nadine about your child.
Asthma Action Plan Template: 
https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf

Allergy Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Anaphylaxis Action Plan Template:
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf

Diabetes Action Plan Template:
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf

If at any stage you have have a question about your child's medical needs or situation please 
call us here on 5367 6080 or pop into the First Aid Office and chat with Nadine

https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AA2025_Asthma-Action-Plan-First-Aid-Colour-A4_v20.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.allergy.org.au/images/stories/anaphylaxis/2026/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Allergic_Reactions_2026.pdf
https://www.diabetesvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EDU-130-SCHOOL-ActManPlan-MDI-2026-V7F.pdf


News from the Parents and 
Friends Association



Camp Australia OSHC Program

Autumn Rocketeers Holiday Program at Pentland Primary School are now open.

This season’s program offers a mix of creative, active and interest-based experiences designed for children across the break. Each 
day is designed to give children something different to look forward to while providing families with a reliable holiday care option at 
school.

Resources ready to share:
Download Your Rocketeers Programme
Download Rocketeers Flyer

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.campaustralia.com.au%2Fl%2F%3Fid%3D24050AAFD9E5F6E88D24357AB9E0819D%26h%3D9331D%26tid%3Da21a5baa-57cd-418d-8ef4-e3b90b75dede&data=05%7C02%7CKelly.Hunt%40education.vic.gov.au%7C26ab4cf7002b44fea8a008de78a7b2a6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639080858825424899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZGVYMxwyDLPUvk%2BwdwsAfCDX09nTzvW%2BOx1sEOm5ioQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.campaustralia.com.au%2Fl%2F%3Fid%3D24050AAFD9E0FFEC8D24357AB9E0819D%26h%3D5A74A%26tid%3Da21a5baa-57cd-418d-8ef4-e3b90b75dede&data=05%7C02%7CKelly.Hunt%40education.vic.gov.au%7C26ab4cf7002b44fea8a008de78a7b2a6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639080858825465114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=18DpYAuwYlvC6hSN9P2iocMNNZltHfsHIcdCgfnVarg%3D&reserved=0


Community News


